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Proclaiming GRACE
God’s Riches At Christ’s Expense
Est. January 3, 1956

INTRODUCTION

Welcome in the Name of Jesus, Lord of Life and Health. A woman finds healing
by touching Jesus' cloak, and a girl is restored to life when he takes her by the
hand. In both cases a boundary is crossed: in Jesus' time the hemorrhaging
woman was considered ritually unclean, polluting others by her touch, and
anyone who touched a corpse also became unclean. In Mark's gospel Jesus
breaks down barriers, from his first meal at a tax collector's house to his last
breath on the cross as the temple curtain is torn in two. We dare to touch Jesus
in our "uncleanness" and to live as a community that defines no one as an
outsider.

+ Please stand as you are able for these parts of the service

PRESERVICE MUSIC AND LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES

WELCOME WITH JOY AND BRIEF ANNOUNCEMENTS
RINGING OF THE BELLS

+ AN ACT RECONCILIATION

P In the name of God the Father,

(o who invites us to worship as his dear children.

P In the name of God the Son,

Cc who gave his life so that our hurting might be healed.
P In the name of God the Holy Spirit,

(o who creates a community of people who care.

P Sisters and brothers, bear with one another in love,

maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace, and
take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead
expose them. Let us confess our sin in the presence of God
and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P Holy and gracious God,

All we confess that we have not led a life worthy of the calling
to which we have been called.
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
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loved our neighbors as ourselves.

We have not acted according to your will.

We have grieved your Holy Spirit.

Have mercy on us. Forgive us according to the riches of
your grace. Make us holy and blameless before you in
love, so that we might live to the praise of your glory.
Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die
for you, and for his sake God forgives you all your sins.

You who once were far off have been brought near by the
blood of Christ.

Amen.

The blessing of the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
glorious grace freely bestowed in the Son, and the power
of the promised Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

(All may greet one another saying: Peace be with you.)

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia. Our Savior Jesus Christ has abolished death and
brought life and immortality to light through the gospel.
Alleluia. (2 Tim. 1:10)

HYMN OF PRAISE
WOV, #789 words & music Marty Haugen

Refrain
Now the feast and celebration, all of creation sings for joy
To the God of life and love and freedom; praise and glory forevermore!

1. Now is the feast of the Lamb once slain,

Whose blood has freed and united us to be one great people of God.
Refrain

2. Power and riches, wisdom and might,
All' honor and glory to Christ forever. Refrain
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3. For God has come to dwell with us,
To make us people of God; to make all things new. Refrain

+ PRAYER OF THE DAY

P The Lord be with you.

(of And also with you.

P May we pray.

P Almighty and merciful God, we implore you to hear the
prayers of your people.

(o Be our strong defense against all harm and danger, that we

may live and grow in faith and hope, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

A READING from Psalm 30
I will exalt you, O LORD, because you have lifted me up. (Ps. 30:1)

I will exalt you, O LORD, because you have lifted me up
and have not let my enemies triumph over me.
20 LORD my God, I cried out to you,
and you restored me to health.
3You brought me up, O LORD, from the dead;
you restored my life as I was going down to the grave.
‘Sing praise to the LORD, all you faithful;
give thanks in holy remembrance.
>God's wrath is short; God's favor lasts a lifetime.
Weeping spends the night, but joy comes in the
morning.
*While I felt secure, I said,
"I shall never be disturbed.
’You, LORD, with your favor, made me as strong as the
mountains."
Then you hid your face, and I was filled with fear.
®I cried to you, O LORD;
I pleaded with my LORD, saying,
“"What profit is there in my blood, if I go down to the pit?
Will the dust praise you or declare your faithfulness?
%"Hear, O LORD, and have mercy upon me;
O LORD, be my helper."”
You have turned my wailing into dancing;
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you have put off my sackcloth and clothed me with joy.
’Therefore my heart sings to you without ceasing;

O LORD my God, I will give you thanks forever.
A READING FROM 2 Corinthians 8
Paul encourages the Corinthians to honor their commitment to participate in
the collection his churches are organizing for the Christians in Jerusalem. He
presents Jesus as an example of selfless stewardship and reminds them that
Christians have received abundantly so that they can share abundantly.

Now as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in
knowledge, in utmost eagerness, and in our love for you
—so we want you to excel also in this generous
undertaking.

81 do not say this as a command, but I am testing
the genuineness of your love against the earnestness of
others. °For you know the generous act of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he
became poor, so that by his poverty you might become
rich. °And in this matter I am giving my advice: it is
appropriate for you who began last year not only to do
something but even to desire to do something— 'now
finish doing it, so that your eagerness may be matched by
completing it according to your means. ?For if the
eagerness is there, the gift is acceptable according to
what one has—not according to what one does not have.
13T do not mean that there should be relief for others and
pressure on you, but it is a question of a fair balance
between *your present abundance and their need, so that
their abundance may be for your need, in order that there
may be a fair balance. *As it is written,

"The one who had much did not have too much,

and the one who had little did not have too little."

L The Word of the Lord C Thanks be to God.

+ HALLELUJAH VERSE WOV # 612

Halle, halle, halle- lu-jah!
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Halle, halle, halle- lu-jah!
Halle, halle, halle- lu-jah!

Hallelujah! Hallelujah!
+ A READING FROM THE GOSPEL OF MARK 5

Response

(of Glory to you, O Lord.

Jairus, a respected leader, begs Jesus to heal his daughter. A woman with a
hemorrhage is ritually unclean, treated as an outcast in Jewish society. Both
Jairus and the unnamed woman come to Jesus in faith, believing in his power to
heal and bring life out of death.

When Jesus had crossed again in the boat to the other
side, a great crowd gathered around him; and he was by
the sea. ?’Then one of the leaders of the synagogue
named Jairus came and, when he saw him, fell at his feet
Zand begged him repeatedly, "My little daughter is at the
point of death. Come and lay your hands on her, so that
she may be made well, and live." **So he went with him.

And a large crowd followed him and pressed in on
him. *»Now there was a woman who had been suffering
from hemorrhages for twelve years. **She had endured
much under many physicians, and had spent all that she
had; and she was no better, but rather grew worse. *’She
had heard about Jesus, and came up behind him in the
crowd and touched his cloak, ?*for she said, "If I but touch
his clothes, I will be made well." *Immediately her
hemorrhage stopped; and she felt in her body that she
was healed of her disease. **Immediately aware that
power had gone forth from him, Jesus turned about in the
crowd and said, "Who touched my clothes?" 3*!And his
disciples said to him, "You see the crowd pressing in on
you; how can you say, 'Who touched me?'" **He looked all
around to see who had done it. **But the woman, knowing
what had happened to her, came in fear and trembling,
fell down before him, and told him the whole truth. 3*He
said to her, "Daughter, your faith has made you well; go
in peace, and be healed of your disease."

»While he was still speaking, some people came
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from the leader's house to say, "Your daughter is dead.
Why trouble the teacher any further?" **But overhearing
what they said, Jesus said to the leader of the synagogue,
"Do not fear, only believe." *’"He allowed no one to follow
him except Peter, James, and John, the brother of James.

3When they came to the house of the leader of the
synagogue, he saw a commotion, people weeping and
wailing loudly. *When he had entered, he said to them,
"Why do you make a commotion and weep? The child is
not dead but sleeping." “°And they laughed at him. Then
he put them all outside, and took the child's father and
mother and those who were with him, and went in where
the child was. **He took her by the hand and said to her,
"Talitha cum," which means, "Little girl, get up!" **And
immediately the girl got up and began to walk about (she
was twelve years of age). At this they were overcome
with amazement. “*He strictly ordered them that no one
should know this, and told them to give her something to
eat.

P The Gospel of the Lord. C Praise to You, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

HYMN FOR HEALING GRACE WOV # 738
Refrain

Healer of our ev'ry ill, light of each tomorrow,
Give us peace beyond our fear, and hope beyond our sorrow

You who know our fears and sadness,
grace us with your peace and gladness;
Spirit of all comfort, fill our hearts. Refrain

In the pain and joy beholding
how your grace is still unfolding,
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Give us all your vision, God of love. Refrain

Give us strength to love each other,
ev'ry sister, ev'ry brother;
Spirit of all kindness, be our guide. Refrain

You who know each thought and feeling,
teach us all your way of healing,
Spirit of compassion, fill each heart. Refrain

MESSAGE “How Faith Begins”

The Rev. ROBERT R. LUTZ, Ph.D.

Dr. Lutz is a Lutheran pastor, ordained in 1972. He has served congregations in
Maryland and Pennsylvania and has been on the faculties of Loyola College and Towson
State University, both in Maryland. Paulist Press published his book, Surviving in
Ministry. Dr. Lutz is a National Certified Counselor and a Diplomate in the American
Association of Pastoral Counselors. He has practiced as a pastoral counselor since 1984.
Currently he lives in Perry, Florida with his wife, Christine.

All

APOSTLES’ CREED

Renouncing all the forces of evil, the devil and all his empty
promises, let us confess the faith of the Church, the faith in
which we baptize:

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
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+

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE

Response:
God of mercy, (o hear our prayer.

THE OFFERING IS GATHERED AS THE LORD’S TABLE IS

PREPARED

In this simple gesture of thanksgiving, we acknowledge God as the
Giver and look forward in joyful anticipation to receiving the great

gift of his Son in bread broken and cup shared.

MUSICAL OFFERING
OFFERING PRAYER

Holy God, you open the doors of heaven, giving us every

generous and perfect gift from above.

Lift our eyes from the food that perishes, and nourish us now
with the food that endures for eternal life, Jesus Christ our

Lord. Amen.

SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION

The Lord be with you.

And also to you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
To do so is both right and proper.

We thank you, O Father, for all the works of your hands,
butespecially for all the healing you have done in our
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midst, as Jesus has touched us. Therefore, we praise your
majesty, joining the angels, archangels, and all the
company of heaven to bow before you and adore you,
singing: LSB p. 208, Divine Service, Setting Four

All Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored,;
Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name.
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord;
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

THE DISTRIBUTION

What is this Bread? What is this Wine? At Messiah Lutheran Church, the
Holy Supper of our Lord is celebrated in the confession and glad confidence that we
receive “the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the bread and wine,
instituted by Christ himself for us Christians to eat and to drink.” Our Lord welcomes to
His table those who have faith in these words, “given for you” and “shed for you...for
the forgiveness of sin.” Please extend hand out to receive the bread. Wine is offered from
the Chalice or from individual cups. Grape juice (center ring, lighter color) is offered for
those who choose not to receive wine. After the Pastor follows with the Chalice, place
your empty cup in the rack on the communion rail. Children not yet prepared for the
Sacrament may come forward for a blessing “that, living in the covenant of their Baptism
and in communion with the Church, they may lead godly lives until the day of Jesus
Christ.”

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
Join in singing the following selections from various resources:

WOV # 771

Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father;

There is no shadow of turning with thee;

Thou changest not, they compassions, they fail not;
As thou hast been, thou forever wilt be.

GREAT IS THY FAITHFULNESS! GREAT IS THY
FAITHFULNESS!

MORNING BY MORNING NEW MERCIES | SEE;
ALL I HAVE NEEDED THY HAND HATH PROVIDED;
GREAT IS THY FAITHFULNESS, LORD UNTO ME!

Summer and winter and spring-time and harvest,
Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above
Join with all nature in manifold witness
To thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love.

10



GREAT IS THY FAITHFULNESS!...... LORD, UNTO ME!

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,

Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!

GREAT IS THY FAITHFULNESS!...... LORD, UNTO ME!

HERE IS BREAD, Best of the Best, No. 88, Graham Kendrick, text & music

Here is bread, here is wine, Christ is with us, He is with us.
Break the bread, taste the wine, Christ is with us here.

Here is grace, here is peace, Christ is with us, He is with us.
Know His grace, find His peace, Feast on Jesus here.

In this bread there is healing, In this cup is life forever.
In this moment by the Spirit, Christ is with us here.

Here we are, joined in one, Christ is with us, He is with us.
We'll proclaim till He comes Jesus crucified.

In this bread there is healing, In this cup is life forever.

In this moment by the Spirit, Christ is with us here.
© Copyright 1991 Make Way Music (admin. by Music Services in the Western
Hemisphere) (ASCAP).All Rights Reserved. Used by Permission.

+ RESPONSE AFTER COMMUNION

P Gracious God, in this meal you have rained down the frue
bread from heaven,the body and blood of your beloved
Son.

(of So by his promise bring us to abide in him, and he in us;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
+ BLESSING

P May the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ fill you
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with every spiritual blessing.
(o Amen.

P May the God of faithfulness and encouragement grant
you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance
with Christ Jesus.

Amen.

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in
Believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power
of the Holy Spirit.

Amen. Romans 15

SENDING SONG BOB # 65
GIVE THANKS HENRY SMITH

w0

+0

GIVE THANKS WITH A GRATEFUL HEART,
GIVE THANKS TO THE HOLY ONE,
GIVE THANKS BECAUSE HE'S GIVEN JESUS CHRIST, HIS SON.

GIVE THANKS WITH A GRATEFUL HEART,
GIVE THANKS TO THE HOLY ONE,
GIVE THANKS BECAUSE HE'S GIVEN JESUS CHRIST, HIS SON.

AND NOW LET THE WEAK SAY, "I AM STRONG,"
LET THE POOR SAY "l AM RICH
BECAUSE OF WHAT THE LORD HAS DONE FOR US."

AND NOW LET THE WEAK SAY, "| AM STRONG,"
LET THE POOR SAY "| AM RICH
BECAUSE OF WHAT THE LORD HAS DONE FOR US."
GIVE THANKS, GIVE THANKS.

© COPYRIGHT 1978, ARR. © 1991,1992 INTEGRITY'S HOSANNA! MUSIC,

C/O INTEGRITY MUSIC, INC., 1000 CODY ROAD, MOBILE, AL 366953425.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. INTERNATIONAL COPYRIGHT SECURED. USED BY
PERMISSION.

+ DISMISSAL

L Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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MESSIAH MESSENGER,

Messiah Lutheran Church, 500 Baytree Road, Valdosta, GA.
Announcements and news for the week of June 28 - July 5, 2009

EVENTS THIS WEEK
TODAY Sunday Classes on break until Aug. 9
4™ Sunday after Pentecost 10:30 am
THURSDAY Craft Group 9:00 am
Lifelifter 11:00 am
Baytree AA Group 7:00 pm
SATURDAY Baytree AA Group 7:00 pm
NEXT SUNDAY Sunday Classes on break until Aug 9
5" Sunday after Pentecost 10:30 am

Patriotic service in observance of Independence Day

WE ARE DEVOTED TO OFFERING ... “God’s Love, Our Response”

2009 Budget Goal $ 134,486.00
Goal per week $ 2,586.00
2009 Goal to Date $  64,656.00
(REPORT WILL BE UPDATED IN NEXT SUNDAY’S MESSENGER)

Offerings for 2009 Budget — as of 06/14 $ 66,113.00
Offering Last Sunday 06/21 $ 0.00
Weekly average for 24 week $ 0.00
Designated Offerings:

Building Fund $ 0.00
Organ Fund $ 0.00
Pine Tree House Fund $ 0.00

“Let your light shine before others that they may see your good deeds and praise your
Father in heaven” Matthew 5: 16

Guardian Bank Loan as of 5/21/09 on Pinetree House Property
Current Balance $81,679.77 Monthly payment $386.85 interest only
Non-designated donations for Pinetree House are used toward monthly
payment of interest and principle.

THE ALTAR FLOWERS are a gift and a warm reminder of God’s
love to bloom where you are planted from Pastor Richard & Cyndy

Pieplow in honor of their 39" anniversary. Thanks for the gifi of flowers to
enhance our worship, and to glorify the Lord our God and Savior. To order flowers, please use the
registry located on the stand in the hallway toward the fellowship hall.
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WE ARE DEVOTED TO PRAYER

Acts 2: 42

CELEBRATING BIRTHDAYS Chris Vincent (7/3); Ruth Coester (7/4). Missed on this list?
Please leave a note in the church office with name and birth date.

ARMED FORCES AND THEIR FAMILIES deployed: Ryan McLean on deployment from
MAFB; Brian Sparks (Navy, VA) Cheston Morgan, Verla George’s grandson in the Army. Tim
Tweeter on deployment from MAFB, Keith Missildine, basic training Great Lakes Naval Station.

NURSING HOME/ASSISTED LIVING PATIENTS/SHUT-INS
Mike Lagioia, Friendship Home
Charles Kluball, Friendship Home
Steve Keller, chronic kidney stones

Vi & Clarence Heidemann, homebound

NEW JOYS & ON-GOING CONCERNS:

LIST OF FAMILY AND FRIENDS

Name

June Orrison
Belinda Judy
Virginia Anderson
Mary Bennett

Roy McDanielle
Ricky Harrell
Elizabeth Rabon
Linda Brightwell
Diane McNamara
Maebeth Gerisch
Melanie McDonald
Vickie Johnson
Bobby Joe Johnson
Alyssia Ventura

Concern/joy
cancer

brain tumor
Alzheimer’s
kidney removed
lung disease

needs kidney transplant
cancer

cancer

breast cancer
nursing home care
brain seizures
health issues
health issues
problems with MS

Jake Tillman’s grandson (12) leukemia

John Harris
Christopher Stone
Richard Mikolajczyk
Sally Carson

Ella Derr

Nicole

Mitchell Davis
Mike Ellis

Bud Wiegand
Joan Adams
Wally

C J Smith

Amy Willis
Mildred Evans

multiple health concerns
pt recovery

heart problems

tests

cancer
SGMC

diagnosed with leukemia
suffered from a fall

post surgery complications
stage 4 cancer

lung cancer

recovering from back surgery
recovering from back surgery
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Requested by
Gloria Cook
Dorothy Hauge
Betty Zipperer
Susan Keller
Duane Hauge
Erin Jansen
Erin Jansen
Tina Wright
Pat Simpson
Ed Gerisch
Mary Kichen
Dana Black
Dana Black
Silke/PatrickDeeley
Don Sullins
Jan Bristow
Pat Simpson
Susan Keller

Relationship
cousin
friend

sister

friend

friend

uncle
grandmother
friend/co-worker
niece

wife

cousin
mother
step-father
daughter
friend

friend
grandson
brother

Jack/Joanne Hostetler daughter

John Mitchell
Linda/Gary Klement
wife and mother

Bo Miller

Buddy Wiegand
Ellen /John Mitchell
Linda/Gary Klement
Norene Olsen
Deanese/Jeff Willis

friend
friend

friend
father
friend
friend
uncle
daughter-in-law
church member



WE ARE DEVOTED TO WORSHIP Acts 2: 42

Guest Pastor

Organ/Piano

Choir Director
Reader/Communion Assistants
Children’s Message

Acolyte

Greeters

Nursery

Ushers

Altar preparation/Chancel care

Sound tech

Custodians

Altar linen

Flower service

Flower beds

Grass cutting

Floor Maintenance Smith’s Janitorials

Church Council......

Kay Vincent, president

Gary Klement,co- financial secretary
Kathy Lane, treasurer

Cindy Mitchell, Christian E

Jolleen Christians, evangelism

Rev. Dr. Robert Lutz
Kay Vincent
Marjorie Fix
Ed & Kathy Sheeley
Cindy Sweeney, Tage France
volunteer
Betty Zipperer, Fran Sparks

Deanese Willis

Jack & Joanne Hostetler
Robert & Valerie Behnke
Nan Atkins

Volunteer

Bob & Valerie Behnke

Fran Sparks

Helen Whitten

Whitten family

Fred Daniels 245-0483
Laverne Smith 229 387-6060

Sandy Adams, v- pres/secretary
Lisa Tinney, co-financial secretary
Jeff Moxley, stewardship

Bo Miller, property

John Mitchell, worship

Dana Black, youth

WE ARE DEVOTED TO SERVICE

July 5

patriotic
Reader: J Welch
Com Assist: L Welch
Acolyte: volunteer
Chancel: C Pieplow
Nursery: C Pieplow
Greeters: D Rockey

D Rockey
Ushers: E Sheeley

J Sheeley

B Miller

J Moxley

15

July 12 July 19

C Pieplow D Rockey
J Sparks D Rockey
volunteer volunteer

J Jansen L Grall

J Hostetler V Behnke
C Pieplow C Sweeney
E Mitchell M Mitchell
G Klement M Dauphinais
G Vincent T France

L Tinney B France
volunteer volunteer



Only Believe

Anyone who has lost a child or anyone who suffers from a
chronic, debilitating illness has every reason to feel frustrated by today's
gospel. Where is my miracle?

The problem with this gospel story is that reason takes a back
seat to faith every time. "Do not fear," Jesus says to Jairus (Mark 5:36).
I'm not afraid. I'm angry. Where is my miracle? "Only believe," Jesus tells
Jairus—and us. Believe what? Where is my miracle?

First of all, we can believe that God in Jesus loves us. That is a
powerful miracle in itself. No matter how unclean or sinful or doubtful we
are, Jesus counts us as beloved family. He calls the bleeding woman
"daughter." He calls the dead girl "little girl." He invites us into a holy
family reunion of love and hope.

Then, believe that God comes to us in the most commonplace of
events. Jesus does not dance and thump a tambourine when the
daughter of Jairus stands up and begins to walk around. Instead, Jesus
says to her parents, "Give her something to eat." Imagine the blessing
prayed over that miraculous snack!

Both Jairus and the unnamed woman who bleeds without
ceasing go weak in the knees at the presence of Jesus. They fall to the
ground in front of him in desperation, faith, guilt, and hope. Clearly, they
both experience miracles; but perhaps miracles are not always as they
appear at first glance. The word "healing" has different meanings in
different situations. Sometimes the miracle that Jesus affords us is
simply the strength to get up in the morning and face life when we would
rather not.

When we go weak in the knees, when we encounter Jesus in
fear and trembling and frustration, miracles happen.

Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2008 Augsburg Fortress.
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress.
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