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Welcome in the Name of the Lord’s Christ, Jesus our Savior! Both Mark's
gospel and the story in Acts make clear that it is the Spirit's movement that
distinguishes Jesus' baptism from John's. The Spirit has come upon us as upon
Jesus and the Ephesians, calling us God's beloved children and setting us on
Jesus' mission to re-create the world in the image of God's vision of justice and
peace.

WELCOME WITH JOY AND A FEW SHORT ANNOUNCEMENTS
RINGING OF THE BELLS AND SILENT MEDITATION

+ Please stand as you are able for these parts of the service

+ CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the
Holy Spirit.

(of Amen.

P Gathered by the Holy Spirit, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

U

Holy One who makes all things new,

(o we confess that we have sinned against you and one
another.

We have wounded the whole creation by the things we
have done and the things we have failed to do. In your
infinite compassion, set us free from sin and death and lead
us to the new life that you have prepared for us. Amen.

P Through the death and resurrection of Christ, and by the
power of the Holy Spirit washed over us in baptism, we
have been freed from sin and death.

Hear again this good news: God forgives all your sins.
You are free to live the abundant life that is ours in Christ.
C Amen.



BAPTIZED WE LIVE
Presenting himself for the Sacrament of Holy Baptism:
Michael Anthony Dauphinais

Joining the church by Affirmation of Faith and their Baptism:
Bruni Hudson and Sandy Vandevender.

In Holy Baptism our gracious heavenly Father sets us free from sin
and death by joining us to the death and resurrection of our Lord
Jesus Christ (Romans 6). We are born children of a fallen
humanity; in the waters of Bapfism we are reborn children of God
and inheritors of eternal life. By water and the Holy Spirit we are
made members of the Church which is the body of Christ. As we
live with Him and with His people, we grow in faith, love, and
obedience to the will of God.

Michael, Do you desire to be baptized?

Bruni and Sandy, do you desire to make public profession of your
faith, affirming your baptism as a sign of your participation in the
life of this community of faith and its mission in the world?

P/ Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C/ It is right to give him thanks and praise.

P/ Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father. We give you
thanks for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and
by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you
fook delight. Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah
and his family, and through the sea you led your people Israel from
slavery into freedom. In the river Jordan your Son was baptized by
John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus’
own death and resurrection you set us free from the power of sin
and death and raise us up fo live in Him, our Lord and Savior. He
made water a sign of the kingdom and of cleansing and rebirth.

In obedience to his command, we make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Spirit.

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that
those who are washed in the waters of baptism may be given new
life. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our
Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

C/ Amen.
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| ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, and confess
the faith of the Church, the faith in which we baptize. Do
you renounce all the forces of evil, the devil, and all his
empty promisese

I renounce them.

Do you believe in God the Father?
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven
and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born
of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come
again to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirite

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic* Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
*original and preferred text means throughout the world

Michael Anthony Dauphinais, | baptize you in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Michael Anthony Dauphinais, Child of God, you have been
sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ
forever.

Amen.

Bruni and Sandy, You have made public profession of your

faith. Do you intend to continue in the covenant God made with
you in Holy Baptism: to live among God'’s faithful people, to hear
his Word and share in his supper, to proclaim the good news of
God in Christ through word and deed, to serve all people,
following the example of our Lord Jesus, and to strive for justice
and peace in all the earth?

I do, and | ask God to help and guide me.
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The following is sung by the choir: ALLELUIAS FOR EPIPHANY

Baptismal candles are lit

P/ Gracious Lord, through water and the Spirit you have
made, Michael, Bruni, and Sandy your own. You forgave them all
their sins and brought them to newness of life. Continue to
strengthen them with the Holy Spirit, and daily increase in them
your gifts of grace: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the
spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and fear of the
Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence; through Jesus Christ, your
Son, our Lord. Amen.

P Churchl! Let us welcome the newly baptized and those
who have professed their faith with us.
(o We welcome you into the body of Christ

and into the mission we share:

join us in giving thanks and praise to God

and bearing God’s creative and redeeming word to all the
world.

Baptismal napkin, Baptismal candle, are gifts from Messiah Lutheran Church
Baptismal medallion is a gift from Thrivent Financial for Lutherans

+ GREETING

P The people who walked in darkness have seen a great
light. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

(o And also with you.

(Greet one another in the pew around with the unity and peace offered through our Lord
Jesus Christ.)



+ PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your
voice moves over the waters.
C Immerse us in your grace, and fransform us by your Spirit,

that we may follow after your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

A READING FROM Acts 19

In Ephesus, Paul encounters people who had received John's baptism of
repentance but had never heard of the Holy Spirit or of baptism in the name of
Jesus. After Paul baptized them, the Holy Spirit came upon them and
empowered them with gifts of the Spirit.

While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and
came to Ephesus, where he found some disciples. “He said to them, "Did you
receive the Holy Spirit when you became believers?" They replied, "No, we
have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit." *Then he said, "Into what then
were you baptized?" They answered, "Into John's baptism." “Paul said, "John
baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one
who was to come after him, that is, in Jesus." *On hearing this, they were
baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. *When Paul had laid his hands on them,
the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied—
Taltogether there were about twelve of them.

L The Word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God.

CHOIR CHRIST, WHEN FOR US YOU WERE BAPTIZED



+ A READING FROM THE GOSPEL OF Mark 1

Response

(o Glory to you, O Lord.

Mark's gospel reports the story of Jesus' baptism with some irony: the one on
whom the Spirit descends is himself the one who will baptize others with the
Holy Spirit.

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. *And people from the whole Judean
countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. “Now John was
clothed with camel's hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts
and wild honey. "He proclaimed, "The one who is more powerful than I is
coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his
sandals. *I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit."

’In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized
by John in the Jordan. '°And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw
the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. ""And a
voice came from heaven, "You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well
pleased."

P The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to You, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

HYMN OF JOYOUS LIGHT WOV 649
I WANT TO WALK AS A CHILD OF THE LIGHT Kathleen Thomerson

| want to walk as a child of the light.
| want to follow Jesus.
God set the stars to give light to the world.
The star of my life is Jesus.
In him there is no darkness at all.
The night and the day are both alike.
The Lamb is the light of the city of God.
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MESSAGE

We continue a series on the many expressions of GRACE. "God, who began the
good work within you, will continue His work until it is finally finished..." Phil. 1:6 (NLT)
"My purpose in writing is to encourage you and assure you that the grace of God is with
you no matter what happens.” 1 Peter 5:11 (NLT) What do you do when you can't
control something that hurts deeply in your life? GOD'S SUSTAINING GRACE...

Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.

| want to see the brightness of God.
| want to look at Jesus.
Clear Sun of Righteousness shine on my path,
And show me the way to the Father.
In him there is no darkness at all.
The night and the day are both alike.
The Lamb is the light of the city of God.
Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.

I'm looking for the coming of Christ.
[ want to be with Jesus.
When we have run with patience the race.
We shall know the joy of Jesus.

In him there is no darkness at all.
The night and the day are both alike.
The Lamb is the light of the city of God.
Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.

“EPIPHANIES ABOUT GRACE:
SUSTAINING”

+ PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE
Response:

P Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy is great.



U

+

OFFERING IS GATHERED
OFFERING PRAYER

God of abundance, all that we have is yours.

Receive these gifts and all who gather at your table, for the
sake of the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our
Lord.Amen.

SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION
PREFACE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

It is indeed right and good that we should at all times and
in all places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy
Father, through Christ our Lord. Sharing our life, he lived
among us to reveal your glory and love, that our darkness
should give way to his own birilliant light. And so, with the
Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your
name and join their unending hymn: LBW 205

Now the silence, Now the peace, Now the empty hands uplifted;
Now the kneeling, Now the plea, Now the Father’s arms in welcome;
Now the hearing, Now the pow'r Now the vessel brimmed for pouring;
Now the body, Now the blood, Now the joyful celebration;
Now the wedding, Now the songs, Now the heart forgiven leaping;
Now the Spirit’s visitation, Now the Son’s epiphany,
Now the Father’s blessing. Now. Now. Now.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
LORD’S PRAYER



+ THE INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.
C Thanks be to God.

DISTRIBUTION

What is this Bread? What is this Wine? At Messiah Lutheran Church, the
Holy Supper of our Lord is celebrated in the confession and glad confidence that we
receive ‘“the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the bread and wine,
instituted by Christ himself for us Christians to eat and to drink.” Our Lord welcomes to
His table those who have faith in these words, “given for you” and “shed for you...for
the forgiveness of sin.” Please extend hand out to receive the bread. Wine is offered from
the Chalice or from individual cups. Grape juice (center ring, lighter color) is offered for
those who choose not to receive wine. After the Pastor follows with the Chalice, place
your empty cup in the rack on the communion rail. Children not yet prepared for the
Sacrament may come forward for a blessing “that, living in the covenant of their Baptism
and in communion with the Church, they may lead godly lives until the day of Jesus
Christ.”

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
Join in singing the following selections from various resources:

“OPEN THE EYES OF MY HEART” BOB 180
PAUL BALOCHE

Open the eyes of my heart, Lord, open the eyes of my heart;
| want to see you, | want to see you.

Open the eyes of my heart, Lord, open the eyes of my heart;
| want to see you, | want to see you.

To see you high and lifted up, shining in the light of your glory.
Pour out your pow'r and love as we sing, "holy, holy, holy."

Open the eyes of my heart, Lord, open the eyes of my heart;
| want to see you, | want to see you.

Open the eyes of my heart, Lord, open the eyes of my heart;
| want to see you, | want to see you.
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To see you high and lifted up, shining in the light of your glory.
Pour out your pow'r and love as we sing, "holy, holy, holy."

Holy, holy, holy. Holy, holy, holy.
Holy, holy, holy. | want to see you.
Holy, holy, holy. Holy, holy, holy.
Holy, holy, holy.| want to see you.

© COPYRIGHT 1997 INTEGRITY'S HOSANNA! MUSIC, C/O INTEGRITY MUSIC, INC., 1000
CODY ROAD, MOBILE, AL 36695-3425. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. INTERNATIONAL
COPYRIGHT SECURED. USED BY PERMISSION.

LBW 198 “LET ALL MORTAL FLESH KEEP SILENCE”

Let all mortal flesh keep silence, And with fear and trembling stand;
Ponder nothing earthly minded, For with blessing in his hand
Christ our God to earth descending Comes our homage to demand.

King of kings, yet born of Mary, As of old on earth he stood,
Lord of lords in human vesture, In the body and the blood,
He will give to all the faithful His own self for heav’nly food.

Rank on rank the host of heaven Spread its vanguard on the way;
As the Light of light, descending From the realms of endless day,
Comes, the pow'rs of hell to vanquish, As the darkness clears away.

At his feet the six-winged seraph, Cherubim with sleepless eye,
Veil their faces to the presence, As with cease-less voice they cry:
“‘Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia, Lord Most High!”

+ PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P God of all creation, you have set before us our inheritance
of salvation, which you have prepared in the presence of
all peoples. You have filled us with your goodness and
peace.

(o Use us that all might be satisfied with your abundance;
through your only Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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+ THE BLESSING

P May the love of Jesus Christ, the light of the world,
fill your hearts and illumine your path.
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.

(o Amen.

+ SENDING
1. Letus walk in the light of the Lord,
Let us sing of God'’s love to all the earth.
Refrain: WE ARE STILL ON OUR WAY,
WE ARE GOING HOME TOGETHER,
LET US WALK IN THE LIGHT OF THE LORD.

2. Letuslive ev'ry day as our last
Fill each one with our laughter and our tears. (Refrain)

3. Letus grow ever closer in love,
Give us hearts overflowing with your peace. (Refrain)

4. Let us bring forth your realm on the earth,
Show the spirit of love to all we meet. (Refrain)

5. May we learn to be children again,
May each day bring us new dreams we can share. (Refrain)

+ DISMISSAL

P Go in peace. Share the good news.
(o Thanks be to God.

Youre mvited to the fellowship hall for
refreshments served by LWML, Div. 5
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MESSIAH MESSENGER,

Messiah Lutheran Church, 500 Baytree Road, Valdosta, GA.

Announcements and news for the week of January 11 — January 18, 2009
EVENTS THIS WEEK

TODAY Sunday Classes 9:15 AM
I** Sunday after Epiphany 10:30 AM
LWML brunch after worship hosted by Div. 5

MONDAY Church Council 7:00 PM

TUESDAY Circuit Pastors meet in Tifton

WEDNESDAY  Jr. Confirmation 5:00 PM
Choir 7:30 PM

THURSDAY Craft Group 9:00 AM
Baytree AA Group 7:30 PM

SATURDAY Fellowship Hall reserved in the evening

NEXT SUNDAY Sunday Classes 9:15 AM
2™ Sunday after the Epiphany 10:30 AM
Baptism of Jeremy John Christians, Jr.

WE ARE DEVOTED TO OFFERING ... “God’s Love, Our Response”

2009 Budget Goal $ 134,486.00

Goal per week $  2,586.00

2009 Goal to Date $  2,586.00

Offerings for 2009 Budget — as of 01/04 $ 4,237.00

Offering Last Sunday 01/04 $  4237.00

Weekly average for 1 week $  2,810.00

Designated Offerings:

Building Fund $ 350.00

Organ Fund $ 0.00

“Let your light shine before others that they may see your good deeds and praise your

Father in heaven” Matthew 5: 16
THE ALTAR FLOWERS

Thanks for the gift of flowers to enhance our worship, and to glorify the Lord our God and Savior.
To order flowers, please use the registry located on the stand in the hallway toward the fellowship

hall.
THRIVENT MEMBERS

South Central GA chapter of Thrivent Financial will meet on Sunday, Jan. 18,
5:pm at Western Sizzlin Steak House in Adel, exit 39. Chapter pays for the
meal. Agenda: approve requests for Care in Community projects. RSVP Sandy

Adams, lead coordinator for the congregation or Pr. R.

LAST CALL FOR RELAY FOR LIFE TEAM Would you serve

on the relay for life team? Today’s the last call to form a team. The team holds
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fundraisers and participates in the relay for life walk in May. We need several to

commit today.

WE ARE DEVOTED TO PRAYER

Acts 2: 42

CELEBRATING BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK: Nancy Sult (1/17). Missed on this list? Please
leave a note in the church office with name and birth date.

ARMED FORCES AND THEIR FAMILIES deployed: Dan Shannon, Kevin Sparks (Robins AFB,
GA) Brian Sparks (Navy, VA) deployed to the middle east area.

NURSING HOME/ASSISTED LIVING PATIENTS/SHUT-INS

Rusty Hatcher at Heritage House Nursing Home
Otto Peterson, Advent Village, FL. Nursing Home

Mike Lagioia, Friendship Home
Steve Keller, chronic kidney stones
Vi Heidemann, heart condition

NEW JOYS & CONCERNS:
Jeremy J. Christians, son of Corey & Jolleen, back from Korea on Jan. 9.
Roger, Linda & Gary Klement’s friend with heart issues can be removed as he is doing well.
Charles Kluball, radiation treatments for tumors in bladder
Nancy Stewart back surgery pending
Randall George carotid artery surgery at Emory, Atlanta
Edward Benavides, knee replacement surgery

Dan Jansen, SGMC

Mildred Evans, biopsy on foot

LIST OF FAMILY AND FRIENDS

Name

Larry Ballowe
June Orrison
Nancy Pieper
Belinda Judy
Kaylie Ellis (age4)
Gary Pasquinzo
Virginia Anderson
Mary Bennett
Roy McDanielle
Ricky Harrell
Elizabeth Rabon
Linda Brightwell
Diane McNamara
Trudy Sigmon

Concern/joy

Lou Gehrig’s disease
cancer

cancer

brain tumor
leukemia

chemo treatments
Alzheimer’s

kidney removed

lung disease

needs kidney transplant
cancer

cancer

breast cancer
radiation treatment

Dr. Bradley Woodward cancer

Maebeth Gerisch
Melanie McDonald
Peter Dotlich
Suzanne Padgett
Will Parker

Karen Lane

Teri Williams,
Vickie Johnson
Bobby Joe Johnson
Jamie Barnhart (25)
Berry Shaffii
Donna Bramlett
Alyssia Ventura

nursing home care
brain seizures

colon cancer

chemo pending

stroke, surgery pending
tests for tumor at Mayo

complications with pregnancy

health issues

health issues

kidney failure

bone marrow transplant
undergoing tests
problems with MS

Requested by Relationship
Rae Hubbard friend’s brother
Gloria Cook cousin

Lee & Sunny Schilly friend

Dorothy Hauge friend

Ellen Mitchell friend

Bob Burns uncle Mina Ark
Betty Zipperer sister

Susan Keller friend

Duane Hauge friend

Erin Jansen uncle

Erin Jansen grandmother
Tina Wright friend/co-worker
Pat Simpson niece

Nancy Stewart friend

Pernell Jones friend

Ed Gerisch wife

Mary Kichen cousin

Bo Miller friend

Kay Vincent coworker
Dorothy Hauge brother-in-law
Kathy Lane Verne’s daughter
Dana Black mother

Dana Black step-father
Amber O’Quinn friend

Linda Welch co-worker

Dick Rockey sister
Silke/PatrickDeeley daughter



WE ARE DEVOTED TO WORSHIP Acts 2: 42

Organ/Piano
Choir Director
Reader

Acolyte

Presenter, Children’s message
Greeters

Nursery

Ushers

Altar preparation/Chancel care
Sound tech

Custodians

Altar linen

Flower service

Flower beds

Grass cutting

Floor Maintenance Smith’s Janitorials

Church Council......
Kay Vincent, president

Gary Klement,co- financial secretary

Kathy Lane, treasurer
Cindy Mitchell, Christian E
Jolleen Christians, evangelism

Kay Vincent
Marjorie Fix
Dennis Kluball
Barbara Kluball
Alina Sweeney
Nancy Sult, Tina Wright
Jan Sparks, Pat Simpson
Montine Foutz
Robert and Valerie Behnke
Jack and Joanne Hostetler
Janie Jansen
Volunteer
Bob & Valerie Behnke
Fran Sparks
Helen Whitten
Whitten family
Fred Daniels 245-0483
Laverne Smith 229 387-6060

Sandy Adams, v- pres/secretary
Lisa Tinney, co-financial secretary
Jeff Moxley, stewardship
Bo Miller, worship
John Mitchell, property

Dana Black, youth

WE ARE DEVOTED TO SERVICE

5Z‘t/m 18 5Z‘t/m 25 ?eb- 1
Reader: G Ghristians G Dack {an[t
Com Assist: M Fix K Black S Weight
Acolyte: G Christians RFpencer L entey
Chancel: PSimpson L Grall F Alschots
Nurscry: ﬁwtet/er ﬂmﬁren 7‘159/1‘11{9
Greeters: G Hiter G Sheeley MRy

B iller Sheeley T Eovans
Ushers: D K Juball G Voncent D Reckey

E{uﬁaf/ I Poncent Witlis

C Sweeney HNWHhiamson — DDoles

9\7:50'}/1[ G Ghristians mo es

Mission Statement
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A place of worship for all to know Christ, be energized by the Gospel
and share Christ’s love.
GRACE AND PEACE BE YOURS from Pr. Richard
I's amazing what the grace of God is doing among folk at Messiah
Lutheran. Take for example this note from Jolleen Christians: “I am
traveling to Africa with my friend, Jackie Faulhaber from Rapid
City, SD. She will be leading several Christian Leadership
Workshops in various locations in Cameroon. The workshops
are coordinated by Zarephath Foundation for Development and
Leadership. The goal for Jackie's workshops are to reinforce
the value of virtuous leadership based on Biblical applications
as well as strategic planning/foresight, effects of
decisions, innovative problem solving, and transformational
leadership in a global context. This is her area of expertise and
she has written a book called "A Biblical Approach to
Developing the Inner Qualities of a Leader". I am going as her
friend, travel companion, and assistant. What I'll exactly be
doing... God only knows! We leave on January 8 and will
return on January 30. I'm sure it will be a valuable experience
for both of us. Please keep Jackie and I in the prayers of the
Church for safe travel, funding for the programs, strength and
ability for Jackie and I to speak boldly on behalf of the Christian
faith, transformation of hearts and minds of those attending,
and ultimately that God will be glorified through this
experience.” | think this would be a very good way to invest our
“special mission project” of $500 budgeted for 2009.

2009 OFFERING PACKETS are ready and available to be picked
up today under the “mail box” rack. Thank you for your regular
and weekly financial support of this ministry.

2008 Contribution Record, an important tax document, is in
your mail box.
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The Messiah Lutheran Church bulletin is published only for one time use at Messiah
Lutheran Church, Valdosta, GA. All rights reserved.
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